MEN OF POWER

his color. He also found compromise an excellent
technique in settling cases out of court, saving money
for clients, and producing better feeling between the
litigants. "The true function of a lawyer," he said,
"is to unite parties riven asunder. Much of my prac-
tice was in bringing about private compromises."

He felt the need for intimate contacts with people.
A Dr. Booth, head of the St. Sedan's Mission, had
opened a small hospital where poor patients were treated
without charge, thanks to the charity of an Indian
Parsi. Gandhi volunteered two hours of his time daily
for service in this hospital. He ascertained patients'
complaints, laid the facts before the doctor, and secured
the medicines prescribed. He learned how to compound
many medicines and to nurse the sick. This work
brought him in close touch with suffering Indians, most
of them indentured laborers. Also, as he said, "It
brought me some peace."

When he first went to South Africa, he dressed
meticulously as a professional man. Even two or three
dozen shirts and as many collars proved insufficient.
His laundry bills were heavy, and it seemed that this
money might well be saved and used for the poor.
Moreover, the barber for the white professional men
refused to cut his hair. So Gandhi simplified his living.
He bought a book on washing, studied it, and taught
his wife. Together they did their own washing, and
Gandhi learned in time to cut his own hair. In time,
too, he discarded the elaborate dress of the white
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